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The rainforest in Kakamega County, Kenya, is under big econo-
mic pressure, since the local community is dependent on it for 
their livelihoods. The project implemented by icipe and supported 
by Biovision and other partners seeks to reduce this pressure 
through income generating activities.

Figure 1: The Kakamega rainforest is the 
last tropical rainforest in Kenya. It is fa-
mous for its unique biodiversity.

Figure 2: A pollinator garden that was es-
tablished at the home of a smallholder far-
mer living adjacent to Kakamega forest.



By producing and selling medicinal plant products within the 
newly founded Muliru Farmers Conservation Group (MFCG) En-
terprise, farmers can generate income. Environmental education 
and biomonitoring activities furthermore increase the awareness 
for ecosystem services among community members and thereby 
foster biodiverstiy conservation.

Figure 3: The processing facility in Kaka-
mega Rainforest offers job opportunities 
for the local community.

Figure 5: The products developed within the 10 years of the project. “Apicure“ can pro-
tect honey bees from the most destructive pest, the varroa mite. “Uzimax“ is a biopesti-
cide for killing mosquito larvae and thus reducing the spread of malaria. “Naturub“ is an 
ointment which can be used against aching joints or muscles. The products are sold in 
local supermarkets and pharmacies and improve the health of the community.

Figure 4: Through the process of hydro-
distillation, precious oils from indigenous 
plants are gained.



The local production of medicinal products offers job opportu-
nities and improves the health of local communities. The pro-
ducts are accessible, affordable and eco-friendly. 

In the last 10 years, over 10‘000 smallholder farmers were able to 
participate in workshops about sustainable agriculture, cultivati-
on of medicinal plants and ecosystem services such as pollination. 
Approximately 200 community members were trained in enterpri-
se management skills.

In 2010, the MFCG Enterprise won both the Equator Prize and 
the SEED Award. The former is awarded by UNDP and recogni-
ses outstanding community efforts to reduce poverty through the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. The latter honors 
enterpreneurship in sustainable development.

Figure 6: A training workshop for small-
holder farmers living adjacent to Kaka-
mega rainforest. Through education on 
sustainable agriculture, as for example 
the use of self-produced biopesticides 
instead of harmful chemical pesticides, 
farmers can save money, increase their 
yields and contribute to biodiversity con-
servation at the same time.

Figure 7: A carpenter bee in the pollinator 
garden in Muleche Primary School. A total 
of four pollinator gardens were established 
and over 300 smallholder farmers are plan-
ting pollinator plants in their homestead. 
The pollinators improve the yield of many 
agricultural products.
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Figure 8: Leaders of enterprise groups in the Kakamega rainforest. The distribution of 
information materials amongst smallholder farmers increases their knowledge in sustai-
nable agriculture and the management of an enterprise.

Lessons learned:

• lack of infrastructure (like electricity or internet access) slows 
down the knowledge transfer

• collaboration with schools is challenging since it takes time to 
convince school managment and policy makers to incorporate 
project activities into school curriculums

• development and registration of medicinal plants products are 
time-consuming processes

• marketing and advertisement of the products are crucial in order 
for an ecopreneurship to reach its full potential


